'VERY SHORT QUESTIONS
1. Throw light on the significance of the Brahmi script.

2. Who was the first to decipher Brahmi sript?

3. Throw light on the limitations of the inscriptional
evidence. _,

4. Discuss the méaning of the term Janapada.

S. What do you mean by votive inscriptions?

6. How did the transplantation of paddy affect the

| agricultural production? |

7. Throw light on Allahabad Pillar Inscription.

8. Mention any two ways through which the
Gandatinder jatakas describe the political relations
between the king and his subjects. (Delhi 201 3)

9. Who was James Prinsep? What was his contribution
in the development of Indian epigraphy?...._
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The republics were ruled over by the representatives
of the people and monarchies by the hereditary
kmbs :}

{ ( Some republics were united in & confederacy. For
cxmnple, Vajji was a confederacy of eight clans. Of
these the Videhas; Lichchhavis and the Jnatrikas were
the most well-known. They were known as Ashtakulik.
The Jnatrikas had their capital at Kundgram. Mahavira’
Swami, 24th and the' last tirathankara of Jains, was
born at Kundagram, Similarly, Mahatma Buddha was
associated with the Shakya republic of dellVdStU)l
Ganas or sanghas were ollgdrchlcs where power
was exercised by a group of men. Every member of
the g[oup was known as raja.

{\Rehglous rites were performed collectively
by all the rajas. All important issues were decided
collectively after discussion in Samiti. All the elected
or eligible men would gather at a place to discuss the
important 1ssues‘36;ll issues were  decided by majority
of votes and the’mémbers were free to express their
viewpoint., The matter for discussion- was placed
before the assembly and debated and-if a unanimous

-decision could not be reached it was'put'to vote. The

members of the executive enjoyed some privileges.
They were empowered to elect important members
like senapati and treasurer. The rajas collectively
controlled the economic resources such as land in
the fana or sangha. |

Most of the mahajanapadas had monarchical
system of governance. The kingship was hereditary
‘and king ‘was the supreme authority. He was the
pivot in the administration and all the powers were
concentrated into his hands. He exercised an absolute
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control on all the departments of the administration.
However, despite of his immense powers, the king
could not do whatever he liked. He had to follow the
law of the country and had to govern according to the
customs of the land. There was a councilof advisors to
advise the king in administrative matters)However, he
was not bound to act accordingly. Purohita and Senani
enjoyed very significant place in the administration.
Purohita was the minister of religious affairs and
Senani was the highest official of army. He would










